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COUNTRYSIDE BUS 

SERVICE SI,ASHED 

Travel firm makes major cuts to Blackdown routes 
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A BUS route servicing the Blackdown Hills area and 
Chard has been cut by one of the area’s leading 
operators. 

Bus company First has issued a comprehensive list of 
Somerset service changes — effective from April 17th— 
and the biggest casualty is Service 30A, which will be 
scrapped on Sundays and public holidays. 

This service is currently operated in the early mornings 
and evenings, Monday to Saturday, as well as on Sundays 
and public holidays — from Taunton to Axminster via 
Ashill, Ilminster and Chard. 

A First spokesperson said: “This service, which is 
currently operated by First under contract to Somerset 
County Council, has been withdrawn by the council. 

“While retaining its support for a handful of journeys 
running either in the early morning or the evening between 


Monday — Saturday daytime, Somerset County Council 
has withdrawn its support for journeys on Sundays and 
public holidays. 

“As such all journeys on Sundays and public holidays 
will be withdrawn from April 17th.” 

Talking about the changes overall, Simon Cursio, 
commercial director of First Bristol, Somerset and Avon, 
said: “Since the industry was deregulated in the 1980s, bus 
operators have been able to run services anywhere, 
responding to commercial demand. 

“Alongside this local authorities have been able to fund 
particular services, or journeys, that they felt were socially 
necessary, but which they understood weren’t 
commercially viable, in a process known as tendering. 

“The current financial pressures on local authorities, 
partly as a result of the government’s comprehensive 
spending review, has made them reassess their support for 


these socially necessary services though, and as a direct 
result of this they have, in places, reduced or withdrawn 
their support entirely. 

“This has meant that some journeys have had to be 
withdrawn. 

“We have done what we can to minimise the impact of 
the changes, taking some risk in running some of the 
journeys on a commercial basis ourselves. 

“The message moving forward is clear though, if not 
enough people use these journeys then they may be lost 
altogether, as we, as a commercial company, cannot 
support loss making routes indefinitely.” 

New timetable information will be made available in 
early April, approximately two weeks prior to the changes 
taking effect. 

Somerset County Council has confirmed the changes 
announced by First. 
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Useful contacts 


Blackdown Hills Business Association 

St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 681484 
Email: info@bhba.org.uk 
www.bhba.org.uk 

*For local products and services visit 
www.blackdown-hills.co.uk 

Blackdown Hills AONB 

St Ivel House Station Road, Hemyock, 
Cullompton, Devon EX 15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 680681 
www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 


Blackdown Support Group 

The Surgery, Station Road, Hemyock, EX 15 3SF 
Tel: (01823) 681036 
www.blackdownsupport.org.uk 

Making It Local 

Tel: (01823) 680626 

Email: makingitlocal@devon.gov.uk 

www.makingitlocal.org 


Plans begin for 
a fantastic fair 

New demo ring planned for Woodland event 


PLANS have already started to make 
sure this year’s Blackdown Hills 2011 
Woodland Fair will be even bigger 
and better than last year. 

A new entrance is planned to aid the flow 
of traffic, together with better signage and 
car parking. A centre ring is also planned 
with activities and demonstrations all day 
together with the popular saw yard and 
machinery demos. 

Local food and a bar will be open all day 
selling food and drink produced in the area 
including cider, wood fired pizzas, fresh 


FREYA the rabbit spent a day with 
youngsters at Blackdown Children’s 
Day Nursery, Wellington, to help 
them usher in the Chinese New Year - 
the Year of the Rabbit — last month. 

Her visit helped round off cultural 
lessons about the most important 
celebrations in the Chinese calendar, which 
started with the new moon on February 3rd 
and ended with the full moon on February 
18th. 

Freya is owned by nursery playroom 
leader Kate Jenkins, who had to postpone 
her pet’s originally planned visit because 
she suffered a bout of conjunctivitis. 

Ms Jenkins said: “When the children 
are playing in the nursery outdoor areas, 
they can see lots of wild rabbits in the 
fields next to us, but for some this was the 
first time they were able to get up close and 
actually hold a rabbit. 

“The children were really disappointed 
when I told them Freya was poorly and 
they kept asking if she would be well 
enough to come and see them before the 
Chinese New Year was over. 

“It was good to be able to bring in Freya 
because last year we could not find an 
animal for the children to meet in person - 
as it was the Year of the Tiger. 

“Now, we are already thinking ahead to 
2012 and where we might be able to get 
hold of a dragon!” 

Teaching the children about the way the 
Chinese mark their new year forms part of 
the Blackdown Children’s Day Nursery’s 
Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. 

The nursery staff support the youngsters 
in developing their knowledge and skills to 
help them to understand more about the 


bread, locally sourced meat, apple juice, 
ice cream, tea and cakes. 

A larger forest school area and woodland 
experience for children will give them the 
chance to get involved and learn new 
woodland skills. Around 100 exhibitors 
from small craft stalls to log cabins will be 
present, some demonstrating their 
woodland skills and others selling their 
wares. 

Demonstrations of tree surgery, tree 
climbing, chainsaw carving, horse logging, 
rack and band saws, log processors, bow 


world around them. Anybody who wants to 
know more about Blackdown Children’s 
Day Nursery can visit the website at 


making, hurdle making, basket and willow 
work, wood carving and furniture making, 
fire lighting, lathe and cleaving and lots 
more. 

The fair, to be held on Saturday, July 2nd 
is open to the public from 10am. Entry 
costs £5 per person — under 16s are free 
— and there is free car parking. 

Anyone who would like more 
information about exhibiting or being a 
Sponsor should contact John on 
01823660764 or email 

parkfarm@tinyonline.co.uk. 


www.blackdownchildrensdaynursery.co.uk 
or email gbt.bway@talktalk.net or 
telephone 07754 751750. 


WORKING 

OUR 

WOODLANDS 

Blackdown and East Devon 
Woodland Association with 
John Greenshields 

ON a cold day at Park Farm on 
January 17th, 14 interested people 
were served hot soup and rolls while 
attending a chainsaw course 
organised by the Woodland 

Association and Working our 
Woodlands. 

Rob Blake of Blake Training from 
Bridgwater through the morning went 
through the procedure for working alone 
with a chainsaw, and although there were 
some experienced foresters there, we all 
learnt something. 

Another chainsaw course is on May 
27th, also coming up is a Woodland 
Management workshop on February 
23rd. This will cover managing 
woodlands for wild life and wood fuel, 
grants, volume measurement, end uses 
and more. 

The Woodland Association annual 
meeting and Woodland Forum is at 
Offwell on April 6th — the main speaker 
is John Greenslade, author and 
broadcaster. He has planted 70 acres out 
to trees and shrubs with ponds for wild 
life and a nature trail. 

Working our Woodland is involved in 
door mice monitoring in partnership with 
Blackdown Environmental, so if you 
have woodland you think has door mice 
and want to know more then contact me. 

The Blackdown Woodland Fair 
Committee had its first 2011 meeting in 
January — any ideas you may have 
would be appreciated. 

The fair is hoped to be twice as big as 
last year with more exhibitors and 
attractions and things to have a go at. 

Sponsorship is very important and it 
could not go ahead with out it, so to that 
end a short film of last year’s fair has 
been put on the Woodbiz web site to 
encourage sponsors — visit 
www.woodbiz.co.uk. 

Winter is not over yet, so make sure 
you still have plenty of logs and if not 
contact your supplier before the next cold 
snap. Demand for logs has gone up 25 
per cent in the last couple of years and is 
set to go up more with other fuels going 
up in price. 

As I have said before, its well worth 
stocking up in the summer as logs are 
cheaper and they will have time to dry. 
My usual contacts are 01823 660764 or 
parkfarm @ tiny online .co .uk. 



Nursery bunny love 
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Building proposed 
for amenity space 


♦ THE public area proposed for the building of eight flats 


HEMYOCK Parish Council voted a 
zero increase in the Parish Precept for 
the year 2011-12 at its recent meeting. 

Local district and county councillors in 
attendance reported the same zero increase 
but gave some insight into the cost cutting 
measures coming into force. 

County councillor Ray Radford said that 
significant cuts were going to be made in 
the middle and upper management 
structure to reduce costs. 

A range of cuts and cost increases within 
Mid Devon District Council were in train 
said Councillor Frank Rosamond but with 
some funds also being taken from reserves 
to lighten the burden of the cuts and 
increases. 

Some robust discussion ensued over a 
planning application for a block of eight 
flats on undeveloped land in the centre of 
the village. The applicant is the Parish Hall 
Committee and the land is the old tennis 
courts. 

The idea being put forward is that a 
developer would build the property and 
give back two of the flats to the committee, 
which will provide it with a steady income. 

Concerns were raised that this land was a 
publicly-owned, open amenities space 
which would be lost forever. 

Also, that there were other ways that the 
Parish Hall Committee could raise funds 
without recourse to what appears to be a 
permanent and unnecessary structure. 

Councillor Paul Stead said: “If the 
committee had sufficient funds would they 
build and would the village need a block of 
flats?” 

He pointed out that the last village survey 
showed that people had had enough of the 
development of land in the village. 

A new housing needs survey was just 
about to be distributed to villagers and the 
outcome of this should be awaited. 

Members of the public raised the speed at 
which this application had appeared and 
the lack of careful consultation. 

In her role as Parish Hall Committee 

Slight increase 
in crime levels 

TOWN councillors in Honiton 
heard how crime levels had slightly 
increased in the town during the 
most recent town council meeting 
on Monday, February 14th. 

Acting sergeant Matt Sinker 
introduced himself to councillors as the 
new contact for Devon and Cornwall 
Police in Honiton following PC Ian 
Atyeo’s retirement and during the 
prolonged sickness absence of Sergeant 
Martin Burrow. 

Sergeant Sinker reported that crime 
figures in Honiton from January to 
February had increased from 49 in the 
same period in 2010 to 53 in 2011. 

The acting sergeant also told 
councillors that detectives are 
continuing to investigate an aggravated 
burglary that took place in the 
Rosemount Lane area of Honiton. 

As previously reported in Pulman’s 
View, armed intruders burst into the 
Rosemount Lane property at around 
7pm on Sunday, January 9th. 

Police believe the intruders were 
armed with handguns and a knife. 

A man and a woman were injured and 
taken to hospital following the incident. 

Sergeant Sinker said enquiries were 
ongoing and he believed this type of 
incident was a one off for Honiton. 

Anyone with information about the 
alleged armed raid is asked to contact 
police on 08452 777444 quoting 
reference number 118 100111. 

Alternatively contact Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111. 


secretary, parish council chairman Heather 
Stallard MBE promised wider consultation 
including a public meeting. 

Asked by Councillor Lance Povah if the 
committee would withdraw the application 
in the meantime. Councillor Stallard felt 
that she could offer no such undertaking. 

Local resident and Parish Hall 
Committee member Les Bowden said that 
the work of the committee was nothing to 
do with the parish council. 

However, parish councillors felt that they 
had a duty to represent local residents, said 


Councillor Roy Brooke, to whom this 
development was of great interest lying as 
it does at the heart of the village. 

Councillors declaring an interest left the 
room and the remainder dealt with the 
specific issue of the planning application. 
The vote was against the application on the 
basis of three things: 

• Loss of recreational open space. 

• Further development of open land, an 
idea rejected by local people in the parish 
questionnaire. 

• The parish council is about to do a 


Housing Needs Survey and this application 
pre-empts the results of such a survey. 

Councillors were disappointed to hear 
that a request to county highways for a 
protective painted road surface adjacent to 
the new flood plain footbridge has been 
rejected. 

The idea behind the request was to 
encourage traffic to drive in the centre of 
the road, thus avoiding pedestrians exiting 
the bridge at a particularly narrow spot. 
Councillor Stallard said the council would 
appeal this decision. 


Support message to 
be sent to prisoners 


By BEN MIDDLETON 

ben@tindlenews.co.uk 

A MESSAGE of support is set to be 
sent to the seven Baha’i leaders who 
have been imprisoned in Iran. 

As previously reported in Pulman’s 
View from Honiton, a small group of 
Baha’i followers is based in the east 
Devon town. 

Following an article that appeared in 
this newspaper several different Honiton 
faith groups have now joined forces and 
will be attempting to send a message of 
support to the Baha’i leaders. 

Dermod Knox, of the Baha’i 
community of Honiton, said: “As a result 
of the recent article about the local 
Baha’i community calling for the Iranian 
government to free the wrongly 
imprisoned seven Baha’i leaders in Iran, 
several local people from different faiths 
met to pray for their release. 

“After the prayers the reverend Merfyn 
Temple, who had recently planted 
Honiton’s Peace Pole, suggested and it 
was agreed that the informal group 
would send a message of support to the 
seven prisoners.” 

Mr Knox added that he is now 
investigating the best method of 
ensuring the message of support reaches 



♦ DERMOD Knox, of the Baha’i community of Honiton, holds a letter 
from Tiverton and Honiton MP Neil Parish 


the prisoners. 

With more than 300,000 members, the 
Baha’i religous group is one of the 
largest minority sects in Iran. 

However, in recent years the group has 
been persecuted and monitored by the 
Iranian government and in 2008 seven 
members of the Yaran, the informal body 
that oversaw the needs of the Baha’i 
community in Iran, were arrested and 
detained without charge for almost two 


years. 

In August last year Iranian authorities 
sentenced the seven Baha’i leaders to 
prison sentences of 20 years each. The 
sentences were reduced to 10 years each 
following an appeal. 

Tiverton and Honiton MP Neil Parish, 
the government’s foreign secretary, 
William Hague, and Cherie Blair have 
all spoken out against the imprisonment 
of the Baha’i leaders. 



No insurance fine 
for minibus driver 

A MOTORIST from Dunkeswell has been fined 
after driving a minibus through the village with 
no insurance. 

On Monday, January 31st, Honiton police stopped 
the vehicle in the Highfield Road area of the village 
after it had been seen in suspicious circumstances in 
Hemyock. 

The man driving the red minibus was reported for 
driving with no insurance and his vehicle was seized. 

A spokesman for Honiton police said: “For this 
offence, as well as the fine and points on your driving 
licence, it will also cost you £105 to pay for the 
removal of the vehicle and another £12 a day for 
storage of the vehicle. 

“The message is - do not drive without insurance.” 


Electoral roll is no 
longer in libraries 

HONITON Town Council has been advised by 
East Devon District Council (EDDC) that the 
electoral roll is no longer available to view at 
public libraries and may only be accessed at the 
EDDC offices in Sidmouth or at Exmouth Town 
Hall. 

As previously reported in Pulman’s View newspaper 
series town councillors in Honiton are urging residents 
in the town to make sure they are registered on the 
electoral roll. 

Honiton Town Council elections and EDDC 
elections are due to be held on Thursday, May 5th. 

Anyone who would like to put themselves forward to 
stand as a town or district councillor should contact 
Lyn Hargood, Honiton town clerk, on 01404 42957 or 
via email on towncouncil@honiton.gov.uk. 


Two-car accident 

A FIRE crew from Honiton was called to reports 
of a crash on the A373 at Awliscombe on 
Monday, February 14th. 

The incident took place at approximately 5.40pm and 
involved two cars. 

The fire crew made the vehicles safe and left the 
incident in the hands of the police and ambulance 
services. No casualties were reported. 


YOUR PAPER 
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70 years on 
Doreen and 
Don tell of 

wed success 

A HONITON couple has 
celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary. 

Don and Dorrie Streeton, 
originally from London, had their 
first date on Friday, January 13th, 

1940. Later that year they got 
engaged and on February 16th 

1941, the couple, now both aged 
91, were married in Newcastle — 
shortly before Don was posted 
abroad while serving with the 
army in the Second World War. 

They first met at a game of 
cricket Dorrie had gone to watch 
with a friend. 

Don and Dorrie celebrated their 
platinum anniversary by holding 
an afternoon tea with family and 
friends at their home at Gittisham 
Hill Retirement Park on 
Wednesday last. 

The pair said the key to 
reaching the milestone 
anniversary was “always being 
prepared to give or take and not to 
row over disagreements”. 



♦ DONALD and Dorothy Streeton, of Gittisham Hill House in Honiton, celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary with a 
party on Wednesday afternoon. They are pictured with their anniversary card from The Queen. Inset, the happy couple as 
they were when they married 70 years ago 


Comprehensive book 
of hills has wild edge 

ALONG the Wild Edge is the most 
comprehensive book ever published about the 
northern Blackdown Hills. 

Produced by the Neroche Scheme, it brings together 
the work of 40 local contributors, and covers a huge 
span of subjects and history. Running to over 320 
pages with 50 chapters, the book is arranged into eight 
sections, covering different parts of the northern ridge 
of the Blackdowns and the surrounding landscape. 

Along the Wild Edge has been produced thanks to 
funding for the Neroche Scheme from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. As a result, the book is not being 
offered for sale, but instead a copy will be offered free 
to all residents of the parishes within the Neroche 
Scheme area, together with all those in and out of the 
area who have taken part in some way in the Neroche 
Scheme’s many projects over the past five years. 

It’s the Neroche Scheme’s way of saying thank you to 
everyone for their support and enthusiasm, and offering 
a lasting record of the Hills which hopefully will 
inspire people to explore it more deeply. The book 
will be formally launched at the beginning of April 
2011. 


Contact the sales team 
on 01297 32601 


TIM WHITCOMBE 
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REWARD FOR 
ATTACK INFO 



♦ GARAGE owner Kevin Spiller shows the 
damaged paintwork on a Porsche Carrera, 
one of the cars attacked at his garage Otter 
Vale Motors at Upottery 


By ANDERS LARSSON 

anders@tindlenews.co.uk 

A CAR dealer has offered “a substantial 
reward” for information leading to 
conviction of the persons who badly 
damaged the paintwork of 25 vehicles. 

Police have established that three men 
twalked onto the open forecourt at Otter Vale 
Motor Services, Upottery, and sprayed a 
liquid onto 25 vehicles on Friday, February 
18th. 

Kevin Spiller, of Otter Vale Motor Services, 
estimates that it will cost a total of £30,000 to 
fix the vehicles - and he said: “There is a 
substantial award for information leading to 
conviction.” 

A police spokesperson explained what had 
happened by saying: “Between 5.55pm and 


6pm on Friday, February 18th, three men 
walked onto the forecourt and sprayed an 
unknown liquid from a bottle onto 25 
vehicles. 

“Enquiries are continuing and CCTV is 
being looked at to see if it can asssit the 
investigation.” 

The damage was discovered by staff at 
about 8.30am on the Saturday morning. 

The business is trading as usual but, 
obviously, affected cars can’t be sold or 
collected until repainted. 

Anyone with information that could help 
investigators is asked to call police on 08452 
777444, quoting police reference KH/11/136. 

Mr Spiller said that calls regarding the 
reward can be made to police or himself on 
01404 861155. 
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SPECIAL 2 DAY AUCTION 

Wednesday "1 :;1 December stt 10:30 am 

Insolvencies, HMFiC Distraints, Bailiffs, Bankrupt Stock. 

MONTHLY COMMERCIAL. AUCTION : Modern Office Furniture. Computers & Office Equip. 
New Oak & Pine Furniture: Gift/novelty items. Toys. New mattresses. Garden statues. Pool 
table. Multi-fuel stoves. Ceramic wall & floor tiles. Catering equipment.. General plant & 
machinery. Engineering equipment. Builder’s equipment. Woodworking machinery. Mirror 
dinghy. 3 Kilns & 4 potters wheels. Storage racking, stores, tools, large qty of paint.. IBOs. 

Forklifts: Komatsu FB13M-2 Elec. '93. Kalmar ET 1.75 Elec. Toyota 6FDF30 3t Diesel. 
1 /e/i/c/es Mitsubishi Canter 35 Luton Van ‘03. LDV 400 Convoy Luton ’02, Berlingo 600 Hdi 
Van '07. Transit 350 Recovery truck 05, Reliant Robin 93. Citroen 08 SX Hdi MPV 03. 
Trailers. Powerfabl 25WT Micro Digger. 24ft twin axle Boat Trailer. Ride-on Mowers. 
Stratton Sales in Liquidation-. MAN 1 8ton LE220B Curtainsider Lorry '02 LEZ Comp. 
David Kirk Esq. Liquidator of Wickers Credit Ltd. : Mercedes C240 Elegance Auto Ol 96k' 
On behalf of Francis Clark, Liquidators of M&A Environmental Supplies Ltd. 

A vast qty. of cleaning and catering supplies: approx £1 20K of stock : cleaning, 
dishwashing, maintenance fluids, washroom equip., paper towels, sacks, soaps, dispensers, 
toilet tissues, cleaning equipment, gloves, first aid, protective wear, food packaging etc. 
Crockery, cutlery, glassware & tableware. Cooking utensils, bar supplies, kitchen supplies. 

Thursday 2 nd December at 10.30 am 
Antique Furniture, Collectables, Jewellery, Vintage Clothing, Prints. 

Victorian & Edwardian gowns. Early 20thC gowns, evening & wedding dresses, underwear. 

On behalf of the Police: a valuable collection of limited edition prints (many countersigned) 
& water colours. Old Sign Posts: On behalf of Devon C.C.: A collection of old sign & 
finger posts, road signs & memorabilia from East, Mid & South Devon areas. 


On \7iew: Sat 27"'Nov Morning 10-1, Monday 29 th Tuesday o 


10am- 7pm 


www-rnstauotioneers.co.uk Tel: 01404 891833 



Pampering sessions start 


THE first session of an eight- 
week course of pampering with 
a qualified beautician for 
ladies in the Hemyock area got 
off to a refreshing start last 
month. 

The first session focussed on rest 
and relaxation, nails and hand 
massage. 

Sue Keers said: “I and my friend 
had a wonderful and relaxing time. 
We came away feeling really cared 
for.” 

The course included a talk by 
organiser Terri Wheeler on issues 
facing women today. Taken from a 
Christian perspective, the talk 
encouraged the women to recognise 
their own value and worth. 

Further weeks will include 
specific treatments such as Facial, 
Keep Fit, Diet and Nutrition. 

The course, organised by 
Hemyock Baptist Church at the 
Healthy Fiving Centre in the 
village, aims to strengthen 
relationships and explore practical 
ways to look after oneself. 

Names are being taken for the 
next course. Details from Terri 
Wheeler on 01823 681342. 


WILLOWBROOK 
NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


* BARE-ROOT ROSES ♦ 

A choice of old & new hybrid-teas, 
floribundas, climbers and ramblers 
- get them while stocks last! 

Choose from a wide selection of 
shrubs, trees, soft & top fruit, 
conifers, azaleas, rhododendrons, 
and winter-flowering heathers 


On the main A38 Taunton / Wellington 

www.wlllowbrooknursefyancSgardencentre.co.uk 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 
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A View from the Blackdowns 



♦ A STUNNING view of an early morning Blackdown Hills sunrise Got a photo of a View from the Blackdowns? Email it to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Almost 300 pay respects 
to much-loved reverend 


ALMOST 300 people, including 
Bishop Richard Hawkins and many 
clergy, gathered at St Mary’s Church, 
Hemyock, where extra seating was 
brought in for the funeral service of 
Reverend Malcolm Beal recently. 

Family and friends had travelled from as 
far afield as Canada and the Channel 
Islands to attend the service. Rev Beal, 
who passed away following a long illness, 
was a much loved and respected member 
of the clergy and community and had 
lived in the village with his wife Mary for 
almost 14 years. 

Although retired, Malcolm was always 
available for anyone in need and left his 
mark on the lives of countless people not 
only in the Culm Valley but across the 
globe. He will be greatly missed by all who 
had experienced his great faith and 
generous, gentle, loving Christian manner. 

Malcolm was born in Weymouth and 
later gained a degree in Latin from Bristol 
University before taking his first job 
teaching at Sidcot School. 

After two years he moved to Ridley 
Hall, Cambridge, to train for the ministry 
and it was here he and Mary met. 


Malcolm was ordained in Bath and Wells 
Cathedral in 1959 and served as curate in 
Keynsham, Bristol, and Speke, Liverpool. 
In 1965 he and his family moved to 
Uganda where he served as a teacher and 
chaplain at Nyakasura School. Despite a 
life that was not always easy, especially 
after the coup that brought Idi Amin to 
power, Malcolm formed a love for the 
country that never left him and drew him 
back for many return visits. Returning 
from Africa in 1974 Malcolm served as 
vicar to a church in the Coventry Diocese 
before moving to St Clements, Jersey in 
1983 as rector where he and his wife lived 
until his retirement. 

As a sign of the great affection Malcolm 
held in the hearts of many a memorial 
thanksgiving service was also held in 
Jersey at the same time as the one at St 
Mary’s. 

Donations in memory of Malcolm for 
The Potter’s Village, a child crisis centre in 
Kisoro, Uganda, and St Margaret’s 
Hospice can be sent to Pring and Sons, 
Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 
with cheques made payable to Andrew 
Charnleybeal, marking reverse side 
Malcolm’s Fund. 


NEWS TEAM 
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CHELST0N 

CARPET MILLS 


CASH & CARRY READY TODAY 
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS OFF 
ALL OUR ROLLS & REMNANTS 
HUGE STOCKS OF CARPETS & VINYLS 
DELIVERY & FITTING CAN BE ARRANGED 
WE SPECIALISE IN DISCONTINUED AND 
CLEARANCE RANGES 


Tel: 01823 662661 


Chelston Business Park. 

Castle Road. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JQ 


WHERE TO COLLECT 
YOUR VIEW 


THE VIEW FROM THE 
BLACKDOWN HILLS will 
be available at the following 
outlets every month: 


AXMINSTER 

BLAGDON HILL 

BROADHEMBURY 

BROADWAY 

CHARD 

CHARDSTOCK 

CHURCHINFORD 


CLAYHIDON 


COMBE RALEIGH 
COMBE ST NICHOLAS 

CULLOMPTON 
CULM HEAD 
CULMSTOCK 
DALWOOD 
DUNKESWELL 


HEMYOCK 


HONITON 


HOWLEY 

ILMINSTER 


KENTISBEARE 

KILMINGTON 


OFFFWELL 

PAYHEMBURY 

ROCKWELL GREEN 

SMEATHARPE 
STOCKLAND 
STAPLE FITZPANE 
TAUNTON 
TIVERTON 

TRULL 

UFFCULME 


WADEFORD 

WAMBROOK 


WATERLOO CROSS 
WELLINGTON 
WEST BUCKLAND 


WEST HATCH 
YARCOMBE 


Mole Avon 

TIC 

PO 

Lamb & Flag 
PO 

Churchview 
Surgery 
Power Shoes 
TIC 
PO 

Churchinford 
Store 
York Inn 
Doctors Surgery 
Beazle Farm 
Half Moon 
Merry Harriers 
Jacksons Nursery 
PO 

Street Ash Nursery 
Mole Valley 
Holman Clavel 
Strand Store 
PO 
Spar 

School of Flying 
Air Centre 
Lake View Manor 
Highfield Garage 
MST Auctioneers 
Royal Oak 
Catherine Wheel 
Ivy Cafe, Brook 
House 

Post Office & 
Stores 

Halifax Building 
Society 
Brookridge 
Timber 

Doctors Surgery 
Spar 

Blackdown Hills 
AONB Office 
TIC 
Slades 

Countrywise 
Town Council 
New St 
Newsagents 
Stags Estate 
Agents 

Howley Tavern 
Rose Mill Feeds 
Dillington House 
Meeting House 
PO 
PO 

Old Inn 

Millers Farm Shop 
Offwell Stores 
Windmill Garage 
PO 

Six Bells 
Golden Pet 
Supplies 
Farm Shop 
King’s Arms 
The Greyhound 
TIC 
TIC 

District Council 
Post Office 
Village Shop 
Coldharbour Mill 
Best One Store 
Co-op 

The Haymaker 
Barleymows Farm 
Shop 

Feme Animal 

Sanctuary 

Pub 

The Old Well 
TIC 

Webbers 
Blackdown 
Garden 
Centre 
Willowbrook 
Nursery 
Blackbird Inn 
Farmers Inn 
The Belfry 
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A View from the clubs 


Talk on air 
ambulance 

FEBRUARY was a very well 
attended meeting with three new 
members and one visitor at 
Awliscombe WI. 

The minutes and correspondence 
were read out. Several members will 
be attending the spring group meeting 
at Honiton in March. 

In the county skittles the ladies will 
be playing against Tedburn St Mary. 

Jill Goodes won the skittle cup for 

2010 . 

The speaker was introduced — Mr 
Walker who was in the police force 
for 30 years and now gives talks with 
slides on the Devon Air Ambulance 
Trust. 

Devon is the only county with two 
ambulances carrying out 11,000 calls 
each year. The charity is completely 
independent of central government 
and does not receive National Lottery 
funding. £4million is needed every 
year which is raised by voluntary 
contributions. Rita Tyers gave the 
vote of thanks. 

The competition for a royal mug 
was won by Georgette Jameson, with 
Julie Reece, second, and Pauline 
Ford, third. The raffle was won by 
Brenda Abbott and Joyce Edwards. 

Julie Reece won the flower of the 
month with a lovely white camellia. 
The tea hostesses were Maggie 
Bream, Irene Maynard, Maureen 
Perry and Jean Pyle. 

Julie Spiller organised a sudoku 
quiz. 



♦ DUNKESWELL WI president Rosemary Eastell, Rev Nick Wall, Linda Carew, Chairman 
of Devon Federation of WIs Dora Toon 


Special service for 60th 


FOLLOWING a year of special social and 
community events to celebrate its 60th 
anniversary, Dunkeswell Women’s Institute 
held a Thanksgiving Service at St Nicholas 
Church on February 6th. 

The church was lit with 60 candles and the 
thanksgiving service began with the singing of 
Jerusalem. 


Members were honoured that Linda Carew, 
Chairman of the Devon Federation of WIs had 
agreed to attend and she read one of the lessons. 

Everyone was delighted that Dora Toon, a 
member for 59 years, was also present. 

A fitting tribute to the WI was read by 
Marguerite Wall and grateful thanks were given to 
the Reverend Nick Wall for taking the service. 


Big cat chat with journalist 


TONY Jackson, long serving 
Pulman’s View and View from the 
Blackdown Hills countryside 
correspondent, had a considerable 
surprise when he talked about Big 
Cats, Beasts and Birds at the 
February meeting of the Devonshire 
Association’s Axe Valley branch. 

He asked if anybody in his audience had 
actually seen a large cat in the east Devon 
landscape and clearly did not expect any 
such claim. 

At which three observers quickly raised 
their arms asking to be heard. 

The first listener told of seeing a 
“smallish sandy coated” puma-like cat at 
Lambert’s Castle definitely too substantial 
to be a dog or any of the unobserved 
“beasts” hinted at in Mr Jackson’s title. 

The contributor was followed by a 
woman who said she had enjoyed a similar 
sighting from the top of a double decker 
bus travelling from Exeter. 

A third listener claimed to have seen a 
black panther but this was dismissed by 
the speaker as less likely. 

“All I can say is that you have been very 
lucky”, added Mr Jackson. 

Despite a long career as a field sports 
journalist and hunter naturalist he had 
never himself seen a big cat in the English 
countryside. He nevertheless carried with 
him a sheaf of cuttings taken from local 
papers over the last 35 years, all returning 
to the big cat story and some graphically 
illustrated. 

He retained some scepticism but thought 
that there could be, or could have been, a 
tiny population of breeding big cats in 
Devon over the lasst 35 years. 


There was a more telling possible reason 
for the big cat reports of recent years. 
This was the passing of the 1976 Wild 
Animals Act. 

At which several landowners who kept 
such creatures were thought to have taken 
the less expensive way out and released 
their beasts to the wild. 

Mr Jackson said he had spent a lot of 
time hunting in Africa and had a special 
interest in spotting leopards as well as 
lions. Yet despite his keeness he had only 
seen two leopards and this convinced him 
of the skill of big cats in hiding 
themselves. 

It was a skill that could well be 
translated to British conditions. 

Another piece of evidence was shown in 
sheep kills blamed on cats. 

The method used, leaping on the back of 
the prey and snapping its neck, was seen to 
be a copy of what lions did in their African 
killing fields. 

On the other hand if our territory, south 
Somerset and west Dorset as well as 
Devon, had been full of big cats where 
were the bodies? 

One puma skull was found in Devon in 
2005 but it was hard to imagine that all the 
others, knowing they had reached their 
time to die, had found holes big enough to 
crawl into and hide themselves. At which 
question mark Mr Jackson left the subject 
unresolved and ended his talk with a short 
postscript about the developing richness of 
bird life in the Axe Valley. 

In the final meeting of the season, at 
Colyton’s Peace Memorial on March 9th, 
Axe Valley Branch members and guests 
will hear Pat Perryman on the History of 
the Honiton Lace Industry. 


Your community paper — blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Blackdown 
Hills AONB 


neroche 


Telephone numbers: 
AONB : 01823 680681 
Neroche : 01823 680846 
Making it Local: 01823 680626 
Websites: 

www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

www.nerochescheme.org 

www.makingitlocal.org 



Making it Local 
money for communities 


New map launched for walks, • 
horse riding and bike routes ! 



You can now find walks, horse rides and cycling routes • 
more easily on the Blackdown Hills AONB website. A • 
new, interactive map allows you to see the start points of 
routes across the area. Simply choose the route you want • 
and click to download full details and a detailed guide. • 
Go to www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk/Routes.html 


Making it Local has now approved 48 projects across 
the area but we still have approximately £700,000 of 
funding left to go towards community and business 
projects in the Blackdown Hills and East Devon AONB 
areas. 

To help people who may be interested in applying we 
are running some more of our popular half-day 
workshops on our funding and how to apply for it: 

♦ 29 March in Yarcombe 

♦ 5 April in East Budleigh 

♦ 7 June in Dunkeswell 

♦ 14 June in Honiton 

If you would like to book a place or have a project idea 
you would like to discuss please contact us (Mel, Kate 
or Julie) on 01823 680626 
makingitlocal@devon. gov.uk or visit 
www.makingitlocal.org . 

We are now seeing a number of successfully completed 
projects with a wide range of themes, including ‘Taste 
the Harvest’, a two-day experience for school children 
around farming and where food comes from; and a 
range of kitchen, technical and other equipment for 
community buildings and businesses in Hemyock, 
Whitford, Branscombe, Seaton, Colyton, Dalwood and 


Donyatt. See www.makingitlocal.org for more 
information on projects we have supported. 

♦ Victoria Pickard, Scarlet Picard and Lizzie Horsey 
from Thurlbear CofE Primary School at Taste the 
Harvest. CREDIT: Rebecca Pow 



New events and activities for spring and summer 



Explore the great 
outdoors this spring 
and summer with 
our new 

Countryside Events 
programme. 

Join us at dusk for a 
walk back to the 
Iron Age, or at dawn 


to experience the 
sound of the 
woodland waking 
up. Learn 
wildflower 
photography, or 
traditional 
woodworking. 
Enjoy a picnic by a 


river, or a barbecue 
in a butterfly 
meadow. Older 
children can explore 
the galaxy or try 
some bushcraft, 
while little ones will 
love meeting baby 
farm animals. 


These and many 
more walks, courses 
and activities are all 
running between 1 
April - 30 
September. So come 
along and have fun 
in the great 
outdoors! 



♦ Learn wildflower photography 


April 

6 Woodland forum 

16 Herbs, hedges and history, Yarcombe 

16 Walk with a view, Broadhembury 

19 Under fives farm fun, Churchinford 

20 Touching the seasons, Merry 
Harriers 

May 

6 Moth trapping evening, Thurlbear 

7 Dawn chorus walk, Otterhead 

10 Butterfly id course, Neroche 

15 Butterfly walk, Buckland Wood 

15 Bluebell picnic, Thurlbear 

20 Moth trapping evening, Staple 

Common 

21/22 Green woodworking, Young Wood 
22 Walk around Wolford 


27 Chainsaw awareness course, nr 
Wellington 

28 Bushcraft for grown-ups, Young 
Wood. 

June 

2 Guided bat walk, Dumpdon Hill 

4/5 Butterflies, moths & wildlife 

weekend, Mount Fancy 
4/5 Wildflower weekend, Stockland 

8 Managing woodland course, nr 

Wellington 

10 Bat survey workshop 

11/12 Wildflower & bumblebee weekend, 
Stockland 

12 Wildflower walk and picnic 

12 Open farm day, Churchinford 

17 Moth trapping evening, Thurlbear 


19 Butterfly walk, Staple Common 

25 Family bushcraft, Young Wood 

26 Wildflowers: photography and 
ecology, Broadhembury 

July 

2 Blackdown Hills Woodland Fair, nr 
Wellington 

2 Orienteering score event, Castle 

Neroche 

2/3 Wildflower & butterfly weekend, 
Stockland 

8 Blackborough evening walk 

9 Letter carving workshop, Young 
Wood 

9/10 Wildflower & bugs weekend, 

Stockland 

16 Woodland walk, Priors Park Wood 


17 Colliton Moor botany meeting 

29 Big bat survey, Somerset area 

30 Family bushcraft 

August 

13 Volunteering taster day, Stockland 

17 Walk around Dalwood 

20/21 Wings & Wheels airshow, 

Smeatharpe 

27 Green woodworking, Young Wood 

28 Butterfly walk, Thurlbear 

September 

2 Moth trapping evening, Lime Ridge 

Wood 

10-25 Neroche Scheme celebrations 

24 Dumpdon Hill: archaeology & 

astronomy 

24 Tree growing workshop, Honiton 


For full details, visit www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk or call us to request a brochure. 

In addition to these events, the Neroche scheme runs a programme of practical volunteering days. Contact the Neroche office for details. 


Blackdown Hills AONB, Neroche and Making it Local, St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 3SJ 
The Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership is funded by Natural England, Devon County Council, Somerset County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough 
Council and South Somerset District Council. 


The Neroche Scheme is led by the Forestry Commission. It is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, supported by the Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership, Natural England, Devon 
County Council, Somerset County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough Council and South Somerset District Council, The 
National Trust, Somerset Wildlife Trust, Butterfly Conservation and Somerset Art Works 



Making it Local is a locally managed grants scheme in the Blackdown Hills and East Devon AONB areas incorporating funding from the EU, Defra, South West RDA and Leader+ 


IOTTOIY FUNDCD 



defra 
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countryscenee x tr & tony jackson 


Bigf cat debate is 
one wbicb divides 


A READER, Kenneth Bede, 
lives with woodland and fields 
close by and in his garden he has 
counted some 28 species of 
birds, and for the first time saw, 
on his suet and nut feeder a 
firecrest, a most unusual event I 
would have thought. 

He also refers to the presence of 
grey squirrels. When he first moved 
to his present location a couple of 
years ago there was a brace of grey 
squirrels in his garden. Now there 
are six and, without doubt, causing 
destruction and damage to bird life. 
Are grey squirrels on the increase, 
wonders Mr Bede and what can be 
done to control, or even totally 
eradicate them? Unfortunately, 
unless there is a concerted campaign 
in an area, backed by forestry and 
shooting interests, no practical 
progress can be made. 

By incorporating the assistance of 
gamekeepers, shooting syndicates 
and landowners to intensively trap 
and shoot grey squirrels it is 


possible completely to clear them 
from woodland. 

On this score I recently made 
reference to the colony of red 
squirrels existing on Brownsea 
Island in Poole Harbour and 
speculated on the possibility of an 
area of woodland on the mainland 
being designated as a possible red 
squirrel sanctuary, and from which 
colonisation inland could take place. 
However, an intense campaign to 
remove every grey squirrel in the 
area would have to take place, 
followed by constant surveillance to 
ensure none of the grey tribe worked 
their way back. Could such a 
scheme be possible? Given 
landowner and shoot co-operation, 
in theory, it might work. Would, I 
wonder, the Dorset Wildlife Trust 
have any thoughts on the subject? 

On February 12th some 25 
volunteers turned out in the Axe 
estuary, Axmouth, to assist with bird 
ringing but only 27 birds were 
captured, consisting of 26 sheldduck 


and one crow. However, only a 
smalll number of the duck bore 
colour-rings from previous catches 
so it was still quite a useful catch. 

Once again the Axe Valley team 
will also be holding a garden bird 
watch over the weekend of March 
5th and 6th. Last year the response 
was relatively feeble, so this year 
please, everyone, make an effort to 
participate. For a form go email 
david waiters @ eclipse .co.uk. 

Spring is definitely .. . almost . . 
here! So, if you’d like to celebrate its 
arrival by helping on a volunteer day 
at the Dorset Wildlife Trust 
Kingcombe Meadows reserve, a 
lovely unspoilt valley in deepest 
west Dorset, come to the 
Kingcombe Centre, near Toller 
Porcorum on Saturday, March 12th 
from 10am to 3pm, with an optional 
guided walk until 4.30pm; oh and 
you can also sample the home-made 
produce which will be available. It’s 
a free event, with a light lunch 
included but booking is essential 


and children must be accompanied. 
Call 01300 321329 or visit 

www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/km 
for more information. 

• Last week I had the singular 
pleasure of being invited to address 
a gathering of members of the 
Devon Association (DA), meeting in 
the pavilion, at the sports ground in 
Colyton. 

The subject of my discourse? Big 
cats in east Devon. But first, what of 
the Devon Association? Established 
in 1862, the DA’s remit is to bring 
together people who have similar 
interests and who wish to participate 
in the numerous events and activities 
organised by the committee. If you 
have an interest in aspects of 
building, geology, entomology, 
history, literature, folklore and 
dialect, all with an association to 
Devonshire, then the group may well 
be for you. By bringing together 
amateurs and professionals in their 
various fields there is the 
opportunity to learn and understand 


more about particular interests 
through a programme of lectures, 
meetings and visits. 

So, on this particular afternoon I 
was privileged to speak to a full 
house of some 30 members of the 
DA on a subject which I find both 
baffling and intriguing. For the past 
20 or so years I have been gathering 
notes, press-cuttings and personal 
letters relating to the existence or 
otherwise of alien big cats in Britain. 

Do they really exist? Are they no 
more than the result of a wave of 
mass hysteria or simply a case of 
mistaken identity? Could black 
panthers or pumas really be living 
and, apparently, breeding in this 
small green island? The idea is 
ridiculous ... or is it? 

The number of reported sightings 
of big cats runs, not into the 
hundreds, but the thousands. Again 
and again the descriptions seem to 
match. The animal is usually larger 
than a Labrador, jet black, with a 
small feline head and a long curved 
tail or, it is of similar build but 
assumes the sandy brown colouring 
of a North American puma or 
cougar. 

Now there is not the slightest 
doubt in my mind that a large 
percentage of the reports are simply 
cases of mistaken identity and, 
perhaps, wishful thinking. Black 
Labradors or other large dusky dogs, 
melanistic foxes, even muntjac, red 
foxes and roe may each, if seen for a 
brief split second, be mistaken for an 
animal which is now in the public 
consciousness. 

However, there have been so many 
sightings by experienced observers, 
some with a deep knowledge of the 


countryside and its wildlife that to 
aver, as some do, that these animals 
simply do not exist is, bluntly, crass. 

I know one well-known and 
regarded countryman and journalist 
who, because he has never seen a big 
cat in his part of Suffolk simply 
refuses to believe that they exist and 
all the claimants are either liars or 
fools. 

One puma has been trapped in 
Scotland in 1984 by a farmer, Ted 
Noble, at Cannich, Inverness-shire, 
several lynx have been shot and 
there are numerous photographs of 
alleged big cats but there still 
remains to be seen some really 
convincing video footage. 

As a matter of interest I asked my 
audience if anyone there had seen a 
big cat. Two hands shot up. One 
gentleman had watched what was 
apparently a puma at Lambert’s 
Castle, while a lady told me that she 
saw, quite clearly from the top of a 
bus, a large black cat standing in a 
frosted field. 

Neither witness had the slightest 
doubt about what they saw. 

So there it is! Reports, I am sure, 
will still come in, especially as here, 
in the southwest we are it seems in a 
big cat hot spot and the jury is still 
out. 

To contact Tony Jackson, write 
to: Country Scene, South 
Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 
5AD or by email to: 
wardjackson@tiscali.co.uk 

The views expressed are those of the 
columnist and not necessarily of the 
newspaper. 



Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


Member Spotlight 


Craft Courses with Tutors from the 
Blackdown Hills Hedge Association 

Learn rural crafts with experienced local tutors, in small, friendly classes. 
Hedgerow basket making, stick chairs, hazel hurdle making, willow garden 
structures and greenwood crafts. Book through the website, www.bhha.info 
or email craftcourses@bhha.info or call Jenny Archard - 01404 549 488. 
Most of classes take place at Buckland St Mary Village Hall. 

Next Courses on Sunday April 17 th 
Rustic Hedgerow Chair 

- with Ivor Hancock (£42) 

Discover how West Country folk used to make, strong, comfortable hedgerow chairs 
with materials from hedges, woods and gardens. The secret of their craft was in 
selecting the right shapes of branches for the different parts of their chairs. Cut green 
from the hedge these “grown components” had great inherent strength and, when 
fitted together in a cleverly devised sequence, produced a chair of proven strength 
and reliability. Materials and tools supplied. Take home your own hedgerow chair. 

Blackdown Splint Basket 

- with Martin Turner (£45) 

This local version of the traditional Westcountry Splint basket was used on farms for 
carrying potatoes, turnips etc. The sturdy construction gives it many uses around the 
garden and home. Using goat willow from the Blackdowns and some green 
woodworking techniques, you will fashion and assemble your own basket to take 
home. Materials included. 


Jenny Archard 

Freelance Facilitator and Forest School Leader 

m: 07980 691605 ~ t: 01404 549488 

10 Sunnyside, Awliscombe, nr Honiton, Devon EX14 3NX 


To become a member of BHBA, Call 01823 681484 St Ivel House. Station 
Roed Hemyocfc. Culomptorv Devon EX15 3SJ info@bhbe.orgi* 

For details of business events and opportunKtes 
visit ocr member website www bhba.org t* 
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Along the Wild Edge 

A journey through the northern Blackdown Hills 


neroche 


A new book, representing the culmination of 
over two years of work by a wide range of local 
amateur and professional historians and heritage 
enthusiasts in the Blackdown Hills, is published 
this month. 


Estate around Staple Fitzpaine, and the lost 
settlements at Hawks Moor and Brittv. And 
weaved between all of this is a natural history of 
the woods and heaths and mires, and an artist’s 
response to the secret places in the Hills. 


Along the Wild Edge’ is the most comprehensive 
book ever published about the northern 
Blackdown Hills. Produced by the Neroche 
Scheme, it brings together the work of 40 
contributors, and covers a huge span of subjects 
and history. Running to over 320 pages with 50 
chapters, the book is arranged 
into eight sections, covering 
different parts of the 
northern ridge of the 
Blackdowns and the 
surrounding landscape. 


The book sets out to take 
the reader on a journey 
through the landscape, 
discovering its human and 
natural history, showing how 
the landscape has shaped 
human activity, and human activity 
has shaped the landscape. There are 
explorations of the Iron Age on Blackdown 
Common, the Roman Period in the foothills near 
Taunton, the Saxon estates and the Domesday 
Book records. There are chapters on the 
gargoyles of local churches, tne history of the 
Wellington Monument, the RAF at Culmhead, 
the Camden Artists at Applehayes and the 
nineteenth century estate at Otterhead. The lives 
of medieval communities are explored, the Royal 
Forest and deer parks, the Normans at Castle 
Neroche, the five hundred years of the Portman 



The book includes a fold-out new illustration of 
the northern ridge of the Hills, by local artist Leo 
Hartas (shown here), and a fold-out of the ‘Lidar’ 
image of the ridge, showing the minute detail of 
its landform. 

Along the Wild Edge’ has 
been produced thanks to 
funding for the Neroche 
Scheme from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. As a result, the 
book is not being offered for 
sale, but instead a copy will be 
offered free to all residents of 
the parishes within the Neroche 
Scheme area, together with all 
those in and out of the area 
who have taken part in some 
way in the Neroche Scheme’s 
many projects over the past five 
years. It’s the Neroche Scheme’s way of 
saying thank you to everyone for their support 
and enthusiasm, and offering a lasting record of 
the Hills which hopefully will inspire people to 
explore it more deeply. The book will be 
formally launched at the beginning of April. 
Details of distribution and how to obtain your 
copy will be publicised over the next few weeks. 
The Neroche team will try to ensure that 
everyone who wants a copy can have one, but 
copies are limited so we cannot guarantee to 
meet every request. 


uj 


For more details, contact the Neroche Office on 01823 680846 or email info@nerochescheme.org 
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Select Denture Centre 
- let the experts help 




Whether you're looking for 
respite care for a loved one or 
you're looking for sheltered 
accomodation for yourself 
■you will find this feature is a 
comprehensive guide of the 
best care options in the area. 
Including residential homes, 
respite care, mobility aids, 
activities, health and care 
services. 


Robert Gosling ClinDent- 
Tech (Royal College of 
Surgeons) and his team 
have been crafting den¬ 
tures for their patients 
in Exmouth and Sidford 
for over 12 years, creat¬ 
ing a very successful and 
growing practice. 

Robert enjoys and 
takes pride in working 
solely with denture pa¬ 
tients, recognising that 
it is a very difficult area 
of dentistry. 

Robert has trained and 
became qualified to the 
highest standards in the 
following fields: 

• Oral Pathology 

• Microbiology and 
Infection Control 

• Orofacial Anatomy 

• Periodontology 


• Radiographic 
Recognition 

• Theory and 
Clinical Practice 

• Implants 

• Full Dentures 

• Biology and 
Pharmacology 

• Dental Materials 

His most recent qualifi¬ 
cation is with the Royal 
College of Surgeons 
(Eng) as a registered 
Clinical Dental Techni- 


The practice works 
alongside a fantastic 
dental surgeon - and 
between them they are 
able to offer a complete 
dental package. 

Initial consultation is 
free, without any com¬ 
mitment, with a free esti¬ 
mate. Weekend/evening 
consultations are pos¬ 
sible, please call 01395 
225600 to arrrange or for 
more details please visit: 
selectdenture.co.uk. 




Axminster Memory Cafe 


Second Tuesday of the month 
For Carers and people suffering from dementia 

Also for those who have a problem with their memory. 
We have activities, refreshments, lots of chatting and 
laughter and we finish off with a sing-a-long! 

There is a qualified person on hand to help with any problems 

The Axminster Senior Citizens Centre, Church Street, Axminster 

Call Peter on 01297 35144 or 0771 7534871 



If your denture... 


fifl Moves when It shouldn't 
23 Maks eutmg dtftcutt 
21 looks Qfrterrosngk/ artitcui 


Affects your speaking 
21 Is cracked or chipped 
21 Spoils your sroln, or 


just plain hurts! 


Dos t pet tab rt a wJnvte taper - make a dote 

NOW to ccrm akmo and ta f Head replaced. 

afibenUy and ocanonvotfjr, tjy 

Robert Gosling 

CiAOtwtTKM fern*. Ooul*M 6# 

wf\o Metite /At toi*t fvvtofan tom a mncv rtyw 
(o a mj)pr ncwsf/witton wiftr on# roof 
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Select Denture Centre 


95 Exeter Rood Ex mouth 
or Church Street. Sidford 

» 01395 225600 


-X Special Offer For Denture Wearers 


'A> vs Muvd wwth Anhbury Dental Care tv. (vcrwtcto you w ft- 

the ue i y ietw dental service nionra tc denture petiems to fend 

out mom annul ?f>* nar>«»ffe. ,«nd to up*cal cirw* riwt 

www ashburydentalca#© rn uk'wtaririrnfurr 


We have a beautiful large and sunny 
en suite room available with lovely 
sea view and view of the garden and 
bowling green. We have a stairlift in 
operation. If you are looking for 
residential care come and see us. We 
will be happy to show you around. 

Please call on the tel no below and 
ask for Kate Jackson or Leanne 
Phillips. 

We also have a rear room with views 
of the Golf Course, Axe Valley and 
Beyond. 

Tel: 01297 24493 
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Helping 
you TO LIVE 
AT HOME. 




i/np* 


Somerset 

Care at Home 


If you require help to live independently at home, Somerset 
Care at Home can help. Our Chard office is just one of nine bases 
across the South West, which provide a range of services for older 
people, people with physical or learning disabilities, people living 
with dementia, and those requiring reablement or palliative care, 
across South Somerset and East Devon. 

We are part of the Somerset Care Group, and winners of the 
Ceretas National Home Care Awards 2009. 

If you would like to know more about the full range of services 
that we provide, or about working for us, please call us 
on (01460) 239555. Alternatively, email us at 
enquiries@somersetcare.co.uk or visit our website. 




m 

www.somersetcare.co.uk 
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We can help you stay independent 


Somerset Care at Home 
provides a range of care and 
support services, enabling 
people to remain living in¬ 
dependently at home. 

The company has 9 bases 
across the South West, in¬ 
cluding one in Chard and 
one in Yeovil, which deliver 
over 27,000 hours of care eve¬ 
ry week of the year. Services 
include shopping, domestic 
services, sitting services, 
and personal care. 

Somerset Care at Home 
won two awards at the Cere¬ 
tas National Home Care 
Awards in 2009, is an IIP 
accredited company and 
a member of the Nation¬ 
al Care Forum. All staff 
receive training specific 
to their role and are CRB 
checked. 

Community Support 

If you need some help to 
retain your independence, 
the Somerset Care Group 
may have the solution to pro¬ 
vide a personalised service 
to meet your requirements. 

We can provide support 
to help you to continue liv¬ 
ing in your own home. Per¬ 
haps you just need someone 
to help with your shopping, 
or to clean your home. You 
may need someone to help 
you get up or go to bed, or 
you may be a carer requir¬ 
ing some time off. Whatever 
your reason for contacting 
us, our staff will be able 
to help. 

We are highly experi¬ 
enced and currently provide 
over 36,500 hours of care 
and support to people in 
their own homes every week 
across Southern England. 
Simply give us your post¬ 
code and we’ll give you con¬ 
tact details for your nearest 


office. 

Residential Care 

We have a variety of 
different care homes in dif¬ 
ferent locations. 

Some buildings are coun¬ 
try house style and listed, 
others are modern and more 
contemporary. Some homes 
are situated in or close to 
a large town; others are 
nestled in more rural loca¬ 
tions. Either way, there will 
be a care home to suit your 
preferences and they all 
have one thing in common, 
they care about you and 
what you need. 

Many people choose to 
remain in their own homes 
with support from family or 
home care services. There 
may come a time however, 
when your needs are such 
that infrequent home care 
visits and respite care are 
not enough, or that you are 
tired of managing at home 
or perhaps a little lonely. 
Care homes can offer a posi¬ 
tive choice. 

Care homes give you the 
chance to continue to live 
a full life in spite of any 
limitations you may have 
because of health problems. 
They offer personalised care 
around the clock, seven days 
a week, with staff trained 
and experienced to sup¬ 
port and care for you. The 
homes are part of their local 
communities, with vibrant 
social scenes, including a 
variety of events and ac¬ 
tivities to suit all tastes and 
abilities. All different sorts 
of people live in care homes 
with a rich mixture of back¬ 
grounds and experiences. 

We want you to think 
of the care home as your 
‘home’ in the truest sense 


of the word. You will be 
consulted about all aspects 
of home life from the details 
of what help you need on a 
day to day basis and how 
you would like to receive 
that help, to the decor of 
your room, to the food on 
the menu and to the staff we 
employ. We encourage you 
to personalise your room 
and we will treat it with the 
same respect and privacy 
as we would your house. 
Your friends and family are 
welcome to visit whenever 
you like and to be as big a 
part of your life as you want 
them to be. How you spend 
your time will be up to you. 
We try to be as flexible as 
we can according to your 
likes and dislikes without 
rigid rules and routines. 
We want you to continue to 
make decisions for yourself. 
We can give you information 
and advice, or direct you to 
other professionals for their 
opinion but at the end of the 
day, we will support what 
you want to do. 

Care homes can provide 
a valuable break for family 
and carers by offering short 
stays also known as respite. 
For a few days through to 
several weeks, you could 
stay in a care home and 
receive individualised care 
before returning back to 
your own home. This too 
can be helpful on discharge 
from hospital after an opera¬ 
tion or an acute episode of 
illness, when you may need 
some extra care and atten¬ 
tion whilst you recover your 
strength. Care homes can 
access all of the services you 
may need to rehabilitate e.g. 
physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy and liaise with the 


members of the health and 
social care team involved. 

The Somerset Care 
Group has its own Occu¬ 
pational Therapy Activi¬ 
ties Adviser, Julia Boon. 
Julia visits the residential 
and nursing homes to give 
advice on residents’ aids 
and equipment, as well as 
advising on design for the 
new and refurbished homes 
within the Group. 

Each of the residential 
and nursing homes has its 
own activities co-ordinator, 
and Julia advises them on 
activities to promote person 
centred care and encourage 
individuals’ mobility and 
sense of well-being. She 
assists with inductions for 
new co-ordinators and deliv¬ 
ers annual training to keep 
them up-to-date, as well as 
auditing activities within 
the homes. This valuable 
resource enables the Som¬ 
erset Care Group to provide 
additional facilities and 
services to enhance your 
quality of life. 

If you decide that you 
would like to live in a care 
home, you can contact the 
home direct but you may 
also find it helpful to talk 
to Social Services or your 
Community Nurse. They 
will carry out an assessment 
with you that will identify 
whether you have needs that 
may require a particular 
type of care home. 

Care Homes Providing 
Nursing Care 

These care homes cater 
for people who may have 
complex care needs either 
due to general deterioration 
of health or as a result of a 
specific illness or chronic 
condition. 

Qualified nurses are on 
duty 24 hours a day, sup¬ 
ported by a team of health 
care assistants. The nurses 
will continuously monitor 
and review your needs along 
with providing any specific 
clinical care you might re¬ 
quire e.g. wound care. As 
well as ensuring your health 
and personal care needs are 
met we also offer social and 
recreational opportunities 
on a daily basis. 

Day Care 

Many of our residential 
homes also offer daycare 
places. 

Daycare allows people 
who live in their own homes 
to spend time in a residen¬ 
tial care home and access 
some of the same services 
as permanent residents, 
such as meals, activities, 
and baths. It also provides 
people living in their own 
homes the chance to social¬ 
ise with others. Daycare 
placements can be on one 
day a week or several, and 
are often a step towards 
respite or permanent resi¬ 
dential care. 

For more information 
please visit: www.somer- 
setcare.co.uk or call 01823 
448150. 


Majesticare Oak Lodge Care Home 

Luxury Care Homes 


Fresh challenges, new opportunities and a 
superlative quality of life 



Standards and exceptions 

You have expectations. Our objective is to meet and exceed them. Our priority is to protect and 
promote your independence, whilst making sure you have access to all the services and support 
you need to maintain the quality of life to which you aspire. 

Superb environment, stunning location 

Oak Lodge stands in sympathetically landscaped grounds within the picturesque town of Chard. 
This area is known for its outstanding natural beauty. Although in a village setting, Oak Lodge 
is accessible, with shops, pubs, restaurants and public transport links being just a short walk 
away. Viewing is highly recommended and welcomed. 

Quality facilities, varied choices 

the accommodation is spacious and well-appointed with modem facilities, a nutritious and 
varied menu choice prepared daily by our-in-house chef, and a comprehensive activity 
programme includes summer barbecues, visiting speakers, hobbies museum outings, gardening 
and music. 

Quality care when it’s needed 

Registered to provide personal and nursing care for older people, there is 24-hour cover provided 
by a qualified and experienced care team, specifically recruited for their sensitivity, dedication 
and expertise. 

Respite Care Available - Please Call For Details 

MOVING TO A NEW HOME AT ANY TIME CAN BE CHALLENGING, WE 
UNDERSTAND WHAT A BIG DECISION THIS IS FOR YOU, AND FOR YOUR FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS. TO ORGANISE A VISIT OR ENQUIRE ABOUT FEES OR 
AVAILABILITY. 

PLEASE CONTACT 

www.majesticare.co.uk 

TEL: 01460 67258 FAX: 01460 68068 E-mail: oaklodge@majesticare.co.uk 
OAK LODGE, LORDLEAZE LANE, CHARD, SOMERSET TA20 2HN 
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BLACKDOWN Hills residents are being urged to 
come out and support a number of Villages in 
Action shows being staged at Clayhidon Parish 
Hall. 

A one woman show by Bee Applebee will take place at 
the hall on Friday, March 11th, at 7.30pm, and this will be 
followed by an improvised comedy by Kevin Tomlinson 
on Wednesday, April 6th, at 7.30pm. 

Organiser of the events Bee Hill said: “Last year many 
residents of the Blackdown Hills lobbied Mid Devon 
District Council and Devon County Council in support of 
the Villages in Action scheme, at a time when cuts in grant 
funding were being discussed. 

“They argued that these events not only enriched 
community life but also helped to raise essential funds for 
village resources, enabling us to maintain and develop 
services for the relatively isolated population. 

“Last year’s four Villages in Action performances in 
Clayhidon raised nearly £2,000 for hall funds enabling us 
to fund a complete redecoration project, to insulate the hall 
and to contribute to the full set of upholstered chairs that 
were recently bought. These improvements make the 
facility more comfortable, more economical to run and a 
more popular venue for social events such as community 
meals, recreational classes and community clubs.” 

Tickets for both shows cost £6.50 for adults and £4.50 
for concessions. A family ticket costs £20. To book tickets 
call 01823 680347 or email beehill@hotmail.co.uk. 

A licensed wine and cider bar will be available along 
with refreshments and fundraising raffle will also take 
place. 


Send details of your 
Blackdown Hills 
events to 

blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Showtime 


calls locals 


FREE 


Date. 

Event. 

Time. 

Venue . 

Town/Village . 
Organised by 


Leisure Review 

Diary Dates listing form 


Tel no 


Send your Diary Dates to: 

View from the Blackdown Hills, Tindle House, South Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5AD or email 
blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk. 

Please note: This is a free service and whilst we endeavour to include all entries, we cannot guarantee all listings 
submitted will be published. Please use one form per event. 


WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE DIARY DATES LISTINGS OR QUERIES OVER THE PHONE 
Deadline for Diary Dates entries is on Fridays at 12 noon 
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Friday, March 11th 

CLAYHIDON: Village in Action present Bee 
Applebee’s One Woman Show. Performance starts at 
7.30pm at Clayhidon Parich Hall. To book tickets 
contact Bee Hill; telephone 01823 680 347 or email: 
beehill@hotmail.co.uk. There will be a licensed wine 
and cider bar, interval refreshments and a fund¬ 
raising raffle. Doors open at 7pm. 

CHARD: Horse Racing — Cheltenham Festival 
Preview Evening at The Guildhall, Chard. Doors 
open at 7.30pm event starts at 8pm. Tickets on sale 
priced £10 from Chard Tourist Information Centre, 
Martins of Chard, Holyrood Street. For more 
information or tickets phone Kevin Pearce on 01460 
61355 or 07905 219068. Ticket also includes a 
ploughman’s supper. 

Saturday, March 19th 

STOCKLAND: A Jumble Sale will be held in the 
Victory Hall at 2pm. Teas will be available and also a 
cake stall. 

Saturday, March 26th 

STOCKLAND: The Country Market will be at the 
tennis club from 10am - 12noon .Top quality local 
produce will be on sale. 

Every Thursday 

CHARD: Zumba classes at The Guildhall, Chard. 
It’s a combination of exciting unique latin moves and 
sexy rhythms. From 7.45pm until 8.30pm for more 
information phone 07738014409 or email 
zumbasom @ hotmail .co.uk. 


C*afc A; Licensed Restaurant 
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WEDNESDAY 

h tv i ix'iil K ump Siv.\ik ;iru1 Dessert for L12 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENING 

Foe Our Full Menu 

First class service, a relaxed environment, 
talented Chefs creating extraordinary dishes. 
Everyone is talking about Rival 



I OR HOOKINGS PLEASE TELEPHONE <H4Ui 44*16 3331 


COURSES AND 
EVENTS AT 
BEECH HAYES FARM, 
CHURCHINFORD 
2011 


Smallholders Taster Day- 5th/6th March 
Introduction to keeping pigs- 10th April 
Springtime on the Farm (with Blackdown Hills AONB) 13th April 
Lambing and Smallscale farming courses 22nd/23rd and 24th/25th April 

Open Farm Sunday 12th June 
In aid of MacMillan 

And more courses later in the year: 

Grow your own Christmas Dinner 
Our feathered friends 
Calf rearing and care of the house cow 

For details please contact Ruth and Nick Strange 
Beech Hayes Farm 
01823 601565 

beechhayes@aol.com - www.beechhayesfarm@aol.com 

CHURCHINFORD VILLAGE MARKET 

Second Saturday of every month 
Churchinford village hall 
10am to 12midday 

Produce available 

Meat and eggs, Westcountry cheeses, apple juice, cakes, pies, quiches, preserves and honey 
together with jewellery, pet foods, greetings cards, bric-a-brac and much more. All locally 

produced. 

TEA AND COFFEE 

Details; Ruth and Nick Strange, Beech Hayes Farm 
01823 601565 



Beech Hayes 
Farm 

Traditional 
Quality JJ 
Produce 
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Spoil your mum at Lakeview 


Celebrate Mother’s Day 
at Lakeview Manor with our 
new Sunday Carvery in the 
Conservatory or Marquee 
from just £8.45, please book 
early to avoid disappoint¬ 
ment. The Restaurant at 
Lakeview Manor is open to 


residents and non-residents. 
Enjoy fresh, local produce 
in a relaxed atmosphere, 
lunch-times and evenings. 
Pride of place on the well- 
stocked bar are a selection 
of locally-brewed Otter Ales 
- a true taste of Devon, full 



Discover the 

As h i jl l 

Inn 


A Genuine Village Freehouse. 
Nestling in the charming village of Ashill. 
Just ten mins east of Junction 27 

REAL ALES • GREAT FOOD 

INCLUDING TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCHES, 
BEER GARDEN, CAR PARK 

ALL ENQUIRIES 01884 840506 

Ashill EX15 3NL 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 

No Cards 


of individual flavour and 
aromas.A la carte Menu is 
available. If you would like 
to stay at Lakeview Manor 
if you are looking for a 
short break, a holiday or a 
business trip, you’ll find 17 
comfortable rooms to suit 
individuals, couples and 
families.We have excellent 


facilities and idyllic views 
- perfect for families, fishing 
trips or last minute geta¬ 
ways all-year round.here are 
plenty of things to do within 
our 45-acre grounds to keep 
you and the family occupied, 
and a whole range of local 
activities which we can help 
you book if you need. 




a/zeview 

MANOR 

HOTEL I BAR I RESTAURANT I WEDDINGS I PARTIES I CONFERENCES 



Mothers Day Menu 

2 Courses £12.95 / 

3 courses plus coffee £15.95 

Lunchtime 
Winter Warmer 

served Monday to Saturday 

£9.95 two courses / £12.95 three courses 

A La Carte menu 

served Monday to Saturday lunchtime 
and every evening 

Sunday Carvery 
12 - 3pm 

Adult £8.45/£11.45/£14.45 
Child £6.45/£9.45/£12.45 


Mothers Day 
Carvery 

Sunday 3rd April 2011 

Gravadlax Salad, Dill & Lemon Creme Fraiche 
Seasonal Melon, Berry Compote, Citrus Sorbet 
Soup of the Day 

Ham Hock Terrine, Lakeview Chutney 

Carvery 

Or 

Vegetarian Option 

*** 

Chocolate Truffle Torte, Double Cream 
Sticky Toffee Pudding, Caramel Sauce 
Lemon & Raspberry Tart, Clotted Cream 
Lovington's Ice Cream 

Two courses £12.95 / 

Three Courses £15.95 

Free gift for every mum 

Advisable to book early to avoid 
disappointment 

All Prices Are Inclusive of VAT @ 20% 


Lakeview Manor, Dunkeswell, Honiton EX14 4SH 
Tel: 01404 891358/287 | email: reception@lakeviewmanor.co.uk 
www.lakeviewmanor.co.uk 


The Lamb Inn 
has a great baar! 


A 



THE EAGLE TAVERN 


Bel, Lech and Polly of the Lamb Inn, Lyme Road, 
Axmoinster are pleased to announce the launch of 
their new restaurant. 

With two meals for under ten pounds and special 
theme nights the Lamb Inn offers traditional home 
cooked food in a friendly and welcome atmosphere. 

The lamb Inn is listed in the Camra guide 2011 
and has a big screen with sky and ESPN to feature 
all the big sports matches. As well as a restaurant 
and freehouse the Lamb also has a large, beautiful 
beer garden which is an ideal way to relax witha 
drink at the weekend. 

Bel is famous for her Sunday roast and at just £5.95 
why not treat yourself this Sunday. 

For booking details please call 01297 33922. 



| be jamb jnn 
/\xrmnster 

*Monday-Friday Choice of -two home 
cooked dishes for under £10*Wednesday 
Nights curry & pint £7.50*Thursday 
Nights, Steak Night! Two Sirlion steaks 
& bottle of wine £25*Friday Nights, Fish 
and Chip Night £4.95 Eat in or Takeaway! 
Sunday Roast £5.95 


NEW 

RESTAURANT 

Serving delicious 
home cooked food 
daily 



food 5 erve d daily 12~5pm & 6-9 pm 

Friendly freehouse serving local ales 
Lyme Road, AxminstenTel 01297 33922 
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Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


View from 

The Blackdown Hills 


Covering the entire area of 
outstanding natural beauty 



8,000 copies 
Please call Louise on 

01297 32601 

or e-mail: 

louise@tindlenews.co.uk 


timber & joinery 



Structural timbers and 
Oak trusses 

Beautiful traditional solid 
wood floors and doors 
Joinery timbers 

Tel 01404 891713 

www.peterquinain.co.uk 


property 


RJCS 


stratton& 
Vi holborow 

TO LET 

An attractive four bedroom thatched 
farmhouse, 8 miles from Honiton in an 
idyllic valley in the heart of the 
Blackdown Hills 

£1,400 pcm 

Please contact Rosanna McCorkell 


Exeter - 01392 278466 

www.stratton-holborow.co.uk 


rug services 



PERSONAL SERVICE 
Trish Andrews 

BLACKDOWN 
RUG SERVICES 

HORSE RUGS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
Rug washing from turnout £7.50 stable rugs 
£6.50, sheets £3 cold washed and 
naturally line dried 

Millview Cottage, Clayhidon, Cullompton 
EX15 3PN 

Tel: 01823 681453 


house clearance 


pbl 


All Rubbish 

Chard House Clearance 



ALL RUBBISH.co.uk 

Business’s, Homes, Garages, Gardens, Outbuildings, Shop 
Fitters Contracts, Asbestos, Furniture, Carpets, WEEE, 
Rubble, Soil, Builders Waste, Flood & Fire Damage, etc 
Tree Felling & Surgery, Asbestos Surveys. 
Business & House Contents Clearance 
We do the loading & can still be more 
Competitive than a skip! 

07813 836876 01460 259600 




r% 

Li 


carpentry & joinery 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 079*0 5*9734 

Mniit pMM(^*4ifk*otwoodxom 
*norw.why<nwn »p od.to»n 

Set Build / Carpentry / Joinery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitting 


blinds 




• All types of Blinds 

• Awnings & Canopies 

• Velux® Roof Blinds 

• Wood Shutters 

• Conservatory Blinds 

• Made to Measure 

30 years Experience 

For free advice and survey 



Call Steve Webb 01404 841579 
Mobile 07891 205 247 
www.blackdownblinds.co.uk 


garden services 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 



♦ UqK**? Hi 

♦ CiiCtOM D< 

♦ Bat! pfpnrnrtr— a ad ImiaMaton 

TU 01197 NSOf MOO: 07771 K3919 
r. oak a ndirofi.co.uk 


>0. 


^arfdycombe 

(garden gervices 

Winter Services 

Fences and sheds erected & repaired. 
Hedge cutting & hedge laying. 

Hedge and tree planting. Apple tree pruning. 
Chainsaw work - tree lopping, cross cutting, your 
logs split and stacked with our log splitter. 
Flower beds tidied. Garden clearance. 
Landscaping. 

Yeg beds created or prepared for Spring. 
Paths gravelled. Gates hung. 

Compost bins, raised beds, rose arches 
constructed. 

Patios and paths pressure washed. 

All garden and external property work 
undertaken 

Please contact: Andrew Gilbert 
Tel 01404 841538 or Mob 07906 879514 
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Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


countryside management 

1 

furniture & joinery 

1 

building services 

1 

carpentry 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining & all types of fencing 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, 
rolling, liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways, concreting yards 

• Welding repairs & steel fabrications 

We have the machinery and expertise 
to tackle most estate management problems, 
both big and small, from five practical farmers. 

Please find for free quote 

Tel 01460 234472 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


window cleaner 



1986 SI 


FRtENDLY TEAM Of RELIABLE AND 
TRUSTWORTHY WINDOW GLEANERS 


‘•Vb can daar yoir MndMn nd» and cut. 

4KfcHftr\f Vamw and till 
Wfc aho don and owpty fuller t. dr anppcv 
fsartu, ronacrvarcnm, rook and pnp doon 

( 01823 ) 272260 or 0788 S 4 SI 628 

GUARANTIED « oc«W and MtUfactary 
jol lo Ik A^cil Un dirA 


roofing service 


RI DGE ROOFI NG 

All aspects of roofing undertaken 
from leaky roofs to re-roofs 
Slating, tiling, flat roofing, 
chimney and lead work 
upvc fascia boards, 

Storm damage insurance work 
and grout work underatken 
insurance back guaranteed 
Free quotations and all work 
guaranteed. 

Tel 01823 662216 or 07789 555685 
The Warehouse, 
Waterpath, 
lower Westford, 
Wellington, 
Somerset 
TA21 ODS 



nursery 


JHORNHAYES 
Nursery <i>' 

Devon’s Specialist Tree Grower 


Obcv 1.000 Lumtin of hmmd i^irnt ranker 
6 fnM I kn foua WrfaMVty muy 

rjfyr of HbAxmi'y Apyto uiw 

i^wjn ditTmai, rut’s 

C^wi io V* A»%Si la SAf 

tv rjuh>» tifUrr rrnMiyn 


CiAvtjitoi Oi*3 t W JH 3W74S 

Citik^u art ns vmLlknilncHMiNrfrajA 


DAVID BALL 

FURNITURE RESTORATION 

m 

Studary* Aihcutim, Hamyodi, 

0«r#on EJtlb 3S4J 

Tntephnrw 01133 WOW 7 
MoMt: D1M2 401400 
E mI debt 13ObtkotmoLcofn 



Kitchens And Furniture Traditionally 
Made To Your Own Unique Design 


ii 01404 891800 

info@davidrlloyd.co.uk 


sawmills 


sM 

t:r 


We Cut & Build to Your Design in Our Workshops 


SAWN, PLANED, TREATED TIMBER 

• Fencing &G ates Decking Sheds • Summerhouses 
Hard &S oft Wood Beams Woodchips 
Oak Flooring • Timber Buildings • Stable 
• Chain Link Fencing • Post and Rail 
LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY 
We come out and give FREE ESTIMATES 
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm. Sat 8am - 11am. (Closed for lunch 1 -1.30) 


HONITON TEL:01404 43411 



SawmiNs, 

HflSPH 


tree services 


Blackdown 
Tree Services 


AM aspects of 
• Tree Surgery 
e Stump Grinding 
e Garden Services 
e Estate Management 
e Grounds Maintenance 

Fr*» Advice A Quotation 
Full Pubbc 6 Employers Insurance 

a] 01823 668558 

07787 847423 #nc 

www.bleckdowntreeaervices.co.uk 

ca I vwi£to lac kdowntreese rv»c es .co. u k 
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van & driver hire 


HANDY VAN 

• Van and driver hire 
• Light house removals 

• Collections and deliveries 
Licenced rubbish and house clearances 

• Local and Long distance 

• Days and nights 7 days a week 

01823 662963 or 07788 450274 


building maintenance 


G.B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

• Lime Plastering - Internal/External 

• Cob Repairs 

• Lath & Plaster 
• Stonework 

•Cut Roof, Green Oak etc 

Contact Gary Broom 
Telephone 01823 283212 or 
Mobile 07776 032289 


plant hire & fencing 


H.B.PLANT 

OEMOLTOON SITE CLEARANCE. 
MASS CONCRETE REMOVAL 
0W SITE CRUSH MG. 

STOCKLISTS OF RECLAMED MATERIALS 
AND BUAOMCS 
FOR EXPWmSt AND PROMPT SERVICE 


www.htiplarl.co.iA 

TEL 01823 480753 
MOBILE 07770 864613 

Saymour Colkqt, Ciwtood, Taunton TA3 bSO 


ill* 


T.M. RICHARDSON 

STOCK-PROOFING CONTRACTOR 


fencing, Past A I 


Madge 6 Woodland Planting 
Em Owen Sail 9m«Mt4MtaDtfMt 
TW1148I UI71 

m 

RTINC 


S.P.C CARPOiTRf 


CirpefTtry ind General 

SuMnf 

H^QuuitrW Currtwc 

CjlSffwiwi 

*tflj|0H)l* 

fJVTJMDl 


land for sale 


Mojfc Stratton* 

»ucs holborow 

FOR SALE 

Productive Pasture near Honiton 
Offwell one field 13.16 acres 
Dunkeswell four fields 13.14 acres 
For Sale by Formal Tender 
Please contact Rosanna McCorkell 


Exeter - 01392 270466 

www stratton-holborow, co.uk 


photography 






To advertise in 
this space 
Call Louise on 
01297 32601 
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FANTASTIC VALUE TRAVEL OFFERS 



Spain, Portugal & 
Morocco Cruise 

T his classic voyage ‘south to the sun’ see Ocean Countess head to 
Lisbon and Gibraltar, to exotic Casablanca for a taste of 
Morocco, enjoying warm sunshine, before heading across to 
Dublin’s fair city and back home to Falmouth* 

Includes • 10 nights’ full board on Ocean Countess based on two people 
sharing a twin cabin • A superb programme of stylish entertainment 
• Informative guest lectures • Fascinating ports of call: Leixoes for Oporto, 
Lisbon, Gibraltar, Casablanca, Vigo (Spain), Dublin ft Excellent service from 
an attentive crew ft Traditional British & International cuisine ft Afternoon 
tea & late night snacks ft A wide range of on-board leisure facilities 
• Return coach transfer to Falmouth available at a supplement 

*Special offer fares apply on a very limited number of inside and ocean view cabins at the lowest price. The price 
advertised is based on a Twin Inside Voyager fare. 



Departs 3 October 2011 



MmjmMMaBm 


Classic 


Italy 

Includes • Return specially chartered 
flights to Italy direct from Bristol & 
Exeter • Return airport to hotel 
transfers • 1 suitcase per person • 3 
nights’ half-board at the 4^ Grand Hotel 
Moon Valley in Vico Equense • Visits to 
Pompei, Sorrento, Amalfi Coast, Mount 
Vesuvius and Montecassino • 4 nights’ 
half-board at the 3^ Superior Hotel 
Montecarlo in Chianciano Terme 
• Visits to Rome, Florence, Assisi and 
Orvieto • Tour Manager services 

Single supplement applies 



Departs May to Jul, Sep & Oct 2011 



The Isle of Skye 

& the Heart of the Highlands 

Includes • Return flights to Edinburgh 
from Bristol • Return airport to hotel 
transfers • One suitcase allowance per 
person • 4 nights’ half-board at Mackay’s 
Hotel, Strathpeffer • Entertainment in the 
hotel each evening • A day trip to the Isle 
of Skye • Rail journey from Dingwall to 
Kyle of Lochalsh • A tour of the Western 
Highlands • Visits to Inverewe Gardens 
and Dunrobin Castle (entrances payable locally) 
• The services of a Tour Manager 
Single supplement applies 

From £419.oo 

Departs May, Jun & Sept 2011 



Dubrovnik 

Riviera 

Includes • Return flights to Dubrovnik 
from Bristol • Return airport to hotel 
transfers • Seven nights’ half-board 
accommodation at the three-star 
Iberostar Hotel, Cavtat (various upgrade 
three and four-star hotels available for 
a supplement including the four-star 
Grand Hotel and Lapad Hotel) • The 
services of a Tour Manager 

Single supplement applies 

From £ 639.00 

Departs 20 Jun & 5 Sept 2011 



Island Jewel 

W arm waters, ancient treasures 
and snow-capped Etna make this 
one of the Mediterranean’s most 
fascinating holiday locations. 

Includes • Return flights to Sicily direct 
from Exeter & Bristol • Return airport 
to hotel transfers • 7 nights’ half board 
accommodation at the 3^ Hotel Torre 
Artale, Santa Nicola (5 other 3 & 4^ 
hotels in the resorts of Taormina and 
Cefalu are available at a supplement) 

• Tour Manager services in resort 
Single supplement applies 

From £609.oo 

Departs May, Jul & Sept 2011 




Strawberry 

Fields & 

Penny Lane 

T ake a trip back in time to the 
heady days of the Merseybeat era 
and see the sights and places 
associated with the Fab Four! 

Includes • Return coach travel 
• 1 night’s half-board at the 3★ Holiday 
Inn, Haydock • A fully guided ‘Beatles 
Coach Tour’ of Liverpool • 2 visits to 
Liverpool • Services of a Tour Manager 

From £89.95 

Departs Jun, Sept & Oct 2011 



Edinburgh 

Military Tattoo 

H ere’s a chance to enjoy first hand 
the colour, pomp and pageantry 
of this magical event, as massed pipes 
and drums, dancers and display teams 
create an unforgettable spectacle! 
Includes • Coach travel throughout 
• 2 nights’ half-board at a hotel in the 
Teesside area • A seat for the Edinburgh 
Tattoo • Free Time in Edinburgh 
• A visit to York • A drive through the 
Yorkshire Dales • Tour Manager services 



Departs 26 August 2011 


TITANIC 

VHI AlttMCV (XHIBIVION 


• ¥ 



Titanic 

The Artefact Exhibion 

D on’t miss this chance to discover 
the secrets of one of the world’s 
greatest maritime tragedies. 

Includes • Return Coach travel from the 
local area • One night’s B&B in a 
comfortable hotel in the Greater 
London/Home Counties area # Admission 
to Titanic - The Artefact Exhibition at The 
02 • Shopping and sightseeing in London 
• Tour Manager services 
Single supplement applies 



From £99.95 

Departs 12 March 2011 


at the NIA Arena, 
Birmingham 


Torvill & Dean's 

Dancing On 
Ice Live 2011 

Includes • Coach travel throughout • One 
night’s B&B at a good quality hotel in the 
Midlands • A ticket to see Torvill & 

Dean’s Dancing on Ice live at The NIA 
Arena, Birmingham • Return coach 
transfers between your hotel and The NIA 
Arena, Birmingham • A visit to Stratford- 
upon-Avon, or similar place of interest 
• The services of a Tour Manager 

Single supplement applies 

From £159.95 

Departs 16 April 2011 



Lake 

Garda 

Sparkling Italian Jewel 

J oin us on the sun-blessed shores of 
Garda, Italy’s largest lake. 

Includes • Return flights to Italy direct 
from Bristol & Exeter • Return airport to 
hotel transfers • 7 nights’ B&B at the 3^ 
Hotel Centrale (half board & a range of 
upgrade hotels and resorts are available 
at supplements) • A Tour Manager 



Departs May, Jun, Sep & Oct 2011 


FOR A BROCHURE COMPLETE THE 
COUPON & SEND TO: NEWMARKET 
HOLIDAYS, FREEPOST KT2720, WORCESTER 
PARK, KT4 8BR (NO STAMP REQUIRED). 


(calls cosT^ 
4p per 
minute) 


PLEASE TICK FOR BROCHURE(S) REQUIRED: 


Or Call Our Holiday Hotline 4ft Jg 4ft m JL m V /</< 

Quoting Advert Code TCW: w I ft# I I ft#ft# 

Visit our website www.newmarket.travel/tcw 

or request a brochure online at: WWW.newmarketbrOChureS.CO. uk/tCW 

Name ADVERT CODE: TCW 


EH Spain, Portugal & Morocco TCW TYV 

□ Classic Italy TCW ICK 

□ The Isle of Skye TCW HEJ 
EH The Dubrovnik Riviera TCW DZC 

□ Sicily TCW OZS 

EH Strawberry Fields & Penny Lane TCW STS 

H =1 »1:VJ J I i J AM i M 3 k».*JI ;1! M11 Wi* I, I \ VV* 


EH Edinburgh Military Tattoo TCW EDT 
EH The English Lakes TCW ELE 
EH Titanic Artefact Exhibition TCW TIT 
EH Dancing on Ice 2011 TCW TON 
□ Lake Garda TCW OFG 


Postcode 


Tel 


Email 


NEWMARKET 

Holidays 

^1 
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Motoring Scene 

Advertising sales: 01297 32601 louise@tindlenews.co.uk 



McLaren 

details of 


confirms final 
new supercar 


WITH production examples now being produced 
at its Technology Centre in Woking, McLaren 
has confirmed the final specification details of its 
MP4-12C supercar — only the second road car to 
be produced by the company known for its 
successes in Formula 1. 

Unlike many of its rivals the MP4-12C uses a 
carbonfibre chassis, usually the reserve of ultra- 
expensive hypercars, and in doing so keeps overall 
weight down to an impressive 1434kg - about the same 
as a compact saloon. 

The powerplant is a bespoke 3.8-litre petrol V8 fitted 
with twin turbochargers to deliver 592bhp as well as 
4431b.ft of torque. Channelled through a seven-speed 
dual clutch transmission with high-tech electronic aids 
to deliver maximum performance, it is capable of 
remarkable performance. 

With the optional high-spec Corsa tyre option the 
MP4-12C can reach 62mph from rest in a remarkable 
3.1 seconds and 124mph in 8.9 seconds. Top speed is 
205mph and the braking performance, with or without 
the optional carbon braking system is equally 
impressive — 124mph to Omph can be achieved in just 
403ft. Despite the mammoth performance it is still 
capable of 24.2mpg combined and C02 emissions of 
279g/km. 

There are a host of clever technologies beneath the 
skin to maximise the performance too, including 
hydraulic suspension designed to eliminate roll, an 
airbrake for better deceleration and a Brake Steer 
system which reduces understeer. 

The McLaren MP4-12C goes on sale in late Spring, 
with a base price of £168,500. 


UK ready to take a longer look at tke A8 


AUDI has gone to even greater lengths to cocoon 
A8 passengers in comfort in long wheelbase 
versions of the lightweight aluminium-bodied 
luxury saloon, the first examples of which have 
just reached the UK. 

Available from £60,010, the five-strong A8 L range 
incorporates an additional 130mm of wheelbase and 
body length to provide even more passenger 
accommodation. It is also further refined by a 6.3-litre, 
twelve cylinder W12 flagship model that is exclusive 
to the long wheelbase line-up. 

Like the ‘standard wheelbase’ A8, the lengthened 


luxury saloon is made predominantly from aluminium 
in the interest of efficiency, comfort and driving agility. 
This approach reduces weight by around 40 per cent 
compared with an all-steel equivalent, and provides the 
very best operating conditions for the five engines that 
power the range — the 3.0-litre TDI, the 4.2-litre TDI, 
the supercharged 3.0-litre TFSI, the 4.2-litre FSI and 
the heavily reworked W12. 

In the W12, comfort is taken to even greater extremes 
by replacing the standard rear seat arrangement with 
two individual sculpted rear seats which can be heated 
and feature fore/aft adjustable bases and angle 
adjustable backrests. 




A UTOLOGIC 


Professional Automotive Repairs 


Servicing is to manufacturer 
schedules yet up to 50% cheaper 


• Brake Servicing/Repair • MOT’S 

• Gearboxes & Clutches • Cam belts 

• Vehicle Health Checks • Exhausts 
Friendly Reliable Service at Competitive Prices 

can: 01404 892820 

Unit 5B, Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell 


.co.uk 


To advertise in 

Motoring 

Scene 

call Louise on 
01297 32601 


Blackdown 
MOT Centre 

Class IV (4) & VII (7) Cars & Light Commercials 

Cars, Vans, Trucks, 

4x4 & Motorhomes 

Servicing & Repairs, All Makes & Models 
Parts & Fitting, Sports & Performance 
Tyres - Exhausts - Brakes 
Welding - Body Kits 




MOT By Appointment 
Trade & Retail Welcome 

Easy Access Open 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am -1 pm 

Unit 5, Poole Trading Estate, 
Poole, Wellington TA21 9HW 

TEL: 01823 660753 



www. churchillsbodyrepairshoniton. co. uk 


Insurance and Private Repairs 
Undertaken on Cars, Vans, Bikes 
and some Commercial Body 
Modifications 

• Kits Fitted • Custom Paintwork 

• Restoration • Valeting 

• Low Bake Oven 

• Car-O-Liner Alignment System 
• Mechanical Work • Recovery 

• Transportation 

Higher Crook Farm, 
Combe Raleigh, Honiton 
Phone: 01404 42441 
Mobile: 07810 373870 































18 View from the Blackdown Hills, March, 2011 


www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


Advertising: Phone 01297 32667 


- K„ 




Worth tel: 01823 681300 

Propfrty Services fax: 01823 680071 



HEMYOCK 
£750 PCM 

Spacious 3 
bedroom end 
terraced 
house with 
views over the 
countryside, 
on the 

outskirts of the 
village. 


SELL 
YOUR HOME 
WITH US, 

NO VAT 



HEMYOCK 
£900 PCM 

4 bedroom 
detached 
house with 
integral 
garage, 
situated with 
a popular 
development. 


' Ayent loCat 


y,\ac Vdown Hills _ 



HEMYOCK 
£625 PCM 

Refurbished 2 
bedroom 
semi¬ 
detached 
bungalow 
with single 
garage, 
situated with 
a quiet 
development. 


\v\vw. wo rthpropcrtyserviccs. co.uk 



CULLOMPTON 
£575 PCM 

2 bedroom semi¬ 
detached 
property situated 
with a quiet 
corner of 
popular 

development in 
Cullompton. 



HEMYOCK 
£435 PCM 

1 bedroom 
first floor flat, 
situated close 
to amenities. 





TO RENT 



Worth 

t* U t \ X> t LI •. S. I II I |.>|L 




Hemyock £239,500 


Newly instructed Detached 4 bedroom family home with integral 
garage situated in a quiet cul-de-sac. Enclosed rear garden laid to 
lawn and small patio area. 


Hemyock £285,000 

Spacious detached 4 bedroom family home with double garage 
situated in a small cul-de-sac. Countryside views across the 
Blackdown Hills can be seen from the rear of this property. 


Halifax House Hemyock Cullompton Devon EX153QW 
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stags.co.uk 


Residential Lettings 

ARLA 

STAGS 




BROMPTON REGIS 



An U/F 1 bedroom bungalow with garage and parking. Includes sitting room, 
kitchen, conservatory, shower room, garden. No children. Available 
Immediately. 

Honiton Office 01404 42553 


A character U/F 2 bedroom attached cottage in beautiful rural location. 
Conservatory, kitchen, sitting room, bathroom, 2 double bedrooms, G.F.C.H, 
garden, parking, pets/children considered. Available Mid April. Taunton Office 
01823 447355 


Pretty 3 bed cottage in elevated position in Exmoor village, beautifully 
presented, gardens on several levels, woodburners, country views, parking. 
Prefer no pets. Available February. Tiverton Office 01884 232872 


£465 Per calendar month 


Ref: 44155 £595 Per calendar month 


Ref: 32662 £750 Per calendar month 


Ref: 42007 



COMBE ST NICHOLAS 

A spacious 2 bedroom U/F apartment. Includes entrance hall, kitchen/dining 
room, sitting room, two double bedrooms, bathroom and cloakroom, E.N.S.H. 
No children7pets. Available Immediately. Taunton Office 01823 447355 



LUPPITT 

A 2 bedroom F/F cottage situated within village location. Includes hallway, 
dining room, kitchen, bathroom, utility, sitting room, cloakroom, courtyard 
garden, parking, O.F.C.H. Suit single/professional couple. No children/pets. 
Available Immediately. Floniton Office 01404 42553 



MILVERTON 

Well presented end of terrace 3 bedroom U/F cottage in the centre of this 
popular village. Entrance hall, dining room, sitting room, kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, 1 box room and bathroom. Large gardens. G.F.C.H. Pets/children 
considered. Taunton Office 01823 447355 


£695 Per calendar month 


Ref: 42970 £650 Per calendar month 


Ref: 43646 £695 Per calendar month 


Ref: 44214 



SEAVINGTON ST MARY 

Well appointed 2 bedroom U/F cottage. Entrance hall, utility, cloakroom, 
kitchen/breakfast room, sitting room, two double bedrooms, bathroom, 
O.F.C.H, carport, courtyard garden, no pets. Taunton Office 01823 447355 


£615 Per calendar month Ref: 32550 


Struggling to sell? 

Property to let urgently required 

To take advantage 
of our unique 
marketing and to 
arrange a free no 

We have many tenants looking 

obligation rental 

appraisal contact 

for quality properties to rent 

your local Stags 

throughout the region 

Lettings branch 



BUCKLAND ST MARY 

Detached fully/part or U/F bungalow. Includes kitchen/breakfast room, dining 
room, sitting room, study, 3 bedrooms, bathroom., garden & parking. Land & 
stables by separate negotiation. Pets/children considered. Available 
February. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£1,450 Per calendar month Ref: 37726 



DUNKESWELL 

A well presented U/F detached 3 bedroom bungalow. Includes hallway, 
sitting/dining room, kitchen, bathroom, cloakroom, garden, garage & parking, 
E.N.S.H. Pets/children considered. Available March. Honiton Office 01404 
42553 

£650 Per calendar month Ref: 34109 


CULMSTOCK 

Sun Porch/Utility area. Living room with kitchen area with appliances, sitting 
area and sleeping area. Shower room with electric shower. Parking for 1 car. 
Use of communal laundry room. Working single person only. Tiverton Office 
01884 232872 

£395 Per calendar month Ref: 33608 


UPOTTERY 

A well appointed detached 4 bedroom U/F house in rural location. Includes 2 
sitting rooms, dining room, fitted kitchen, utility, 2 bathrooms. Garage/ 
workshop, parking, gardens, O.F.C.H. Pets/children considered. Available 
April. Honiton Office 01404 42553 

£995 Per calendar month Ref: 33995 



Cornwall I Devon I Somerset I Dorset I London 
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BLACKDOWN HILLS 

An attractive detached period cottage with immense potential for improvement/extension. Sitting room. Dining room. Kitchen. Utility. A spacious and well appointed 5 bed farmhouse offering flexible accommodation and situated on the lower slopes of the Blackdown 
Ground floor bathroom. Three first floor bedrooms. Good sized gardens. Parking. Garage/workshop. Ref: 43665 Hills. Excellent range of traditional and modern outbuildings including stabling and 5 paddocks. Ref: 17174 



WRANGWAY 


12.9 Acres 


Guide price £200,000 


Honiton 01404 45885 


Guide price £595,000 


Honiton 01404 45885 



A unique three bedroom semi detached barn conversion occupying a superb semi rural location and enjoying views to the countryside. 
Ref: 42508 


A beautiful period farmhouse with enviable views. Cross passage hall. Drawing room. Dining room. Kitchen/Breakfast room. Utility/Boot 
room. Master en-suite bedroom. Three further bedrooms. Family bathroom. Stone barn/office/gym with planning consent. Beautifully 
stocked gardens, orchard and small paddocks. Ref: 36789 


Guide price £325,000 


Honiton 01404 45885 


Offers in excess of £950,000 


Honiton 01404 45885 



LUPPITT 4.2 acres 


An attached cottage in a delightful quiet rural location. Stunning views. Sitting room. Kitchen. Utility room. 3 bedrooms. Shower room. 
About 4.2 acres paddocks, copse and pond. Stables & large garage/workshop. Ref: 36886 


Guide price £350,000 Honiton 01404 45885 



BLACKDOWN HILLS 

A substantial barn conversion centred around a cobbled courtyard and enjoying fine country views over the surrounding countryside Ref: 
43585 

Guide price £650,000 Honiton 01404 45885 


Cornwall I Devon I Somerset I Dorset I London 














